
First A.I.D.   
First A.I.D. automates and simplifies the 
acclimation and introduction of aquatic 
animals into a new environment, while 
also making the process safer for the 
animals.  Properly acclimating fish and 
coral significantly improves the animal’s 
ability to transition to its new environ-
ment without trauma, which can often 
cause stress, disease and sometimes 
even death.  Using First A.I.D. will help 
prevent this undue stress and will help 
ensure the new fish is properly accli-
mated to the aquarium’s water condi-
tions and parameters.    

  
In addition to acclimation, First A.I.D. can also perform several 
functions associated with proper introduction and care for your new 
fish and coral including: use as an isolation tank, a dosing system, 
a dipping or fragging station, a brine shrimp hatchery and more! 
 
Rinse the First A.I.D. with warm water before use. 
 
Includes: 
First A.I.D. body (1) Coral frag support plate (1) 

First A.I.D. cover (1)  Hanging bracket (1) 

Mounting & adjustment screw (6)     Stop pin (2) 

Micro-valve attachment (1) 

Drip line tubing (DX model only) (1)  

Pump (DX model only) (1) 

Hose attachment for pump (DX model only) (1) 
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          Acclimation 
 

1) Install the hanging bracket on the aquarium 
wall with the bracket's sliding assembly posi-
tioned inside of the tank.   

 
 
2) Use the mounting screws to secure the 

bracket to the aquarium. 
 
 

 
 
 
3) Ensure that the micro-valve is  
     installed on the First A.I.D.  
     outlet and is in the closed position. 
 
 
 
 

 
4) Carefully place a minimal amount of trans-

port water and the new fish or coral into the 
First A.I.D. body.  Place the cover on the 
unit. 

 
 

 
 
    5) Open the micro-valve to the desired                  

position and place your finger over the mi-
cro-valve outlet to plug the valve while 
transferring to the aquarium. 

 



Acclimation (Cont.) 
 
6) Install First A.I.D. by matching up the 
sliding assembly on the First A.I.D. body 
with the sliding assembly on the hanging 
bracket, and then lower the unit into the 
aquarium until it buoys up on its own.  Re-
move your finger from the outlet.    
 
 
7) Acclimation is completed when the first 

A.I.D. body reaches the bottom of the sliding assembly on the 
bracket.  After completion, close the micro-valve and remove the 
First A.I.D. body from the hanging bracket. 

 
8) Pour out excess water and then gently add the new inhabitant to 

the aquarium.  The user can also repeat steps #2 - #6 again for a 
longer acclimation period and to further dilute the transfer water.   

 
9) Keeping your new inhabitant in the First A.I.D. system in an isola-

tion tank set up may also be beneficial (see below).   

Isolation Tank 

 
1) Remove the micro-valve and install vinyl tubing to the First A.I.D 

outlet.  Attach a pump onto the other side of the vinyl tubing as-
sembly (less than 100 GPH recommended). 

 
2) Ensure the pump is securely mounted. 
 
3) Install  the unit into the hanging bracket of the aquarium 
 
4) Turn on the pump and check that water is exiting the unit through 

the overflow holes on the side. 



Dosing 
 

1) Hang First A.I.D. in the sump and use the stop pins to adjust 
the body’s height.  If more clearance is needed due to high 
water levels in the sump, install First A.I.D. on a shelf or an-
other higher platform. 

 
2) Ensure that the micro-valve is installed on the First A.I.D. out-

let and is in the closed position. 
 
3) If required, install the drip line to the micro-valve and place 

the outlet of the line to the desired location in the sump. 
 
4) Fill First A.I.D. with the supplement you are wanting to dose, 

and adjust the micro-valve to the appropriate flow rate. 
 

Other Uses 
Dipping Station 
Hang the bracket to the outside of the aquarium to make a simple dipping 
station.  Preventative care “dips” for coral and fish can greatly increase the 
vitality of your animals while reducing the chances of parasitic and bacterial 
infections.  Preventative dipping is made easier with the First A.I.D. dipping 
station at tank level, resulting in fewer accidents and a cleaner set up.   
Don’t forget to dip! 
 
Fragging Station 
When mounted outside of the aquarium, First A.I.D. also serves as a fragging 
station to assist with fragging corals.  It’s a great place to store freshly 
mounted frags before placing them in the tank.  Also, instead of placing the 
delicate frags into the system directly, the entire First A.I.D. unit can simply 
be installed into the aquarium and set up as an isolation tank until the frags 
are ready for permanent placement.  No more “missing” frags in the morning! 
 
Brine Shrimp Hatchery   
First A.I.D. can be set up as a Brine shrimp hatchery to help supplement ex-
isting feeding regimens with live food.  When first hatched, Artemia contain a 
high percentage of nutrients and fatty acids and is a great source of zoo-
plankton, particularly for filter feeders, smaller polyp animals, fish fry and 
other delicate eaters.  
 
To use First A.I.D. as a hatchery, simply hang the unit and add the Artemia 
encysts following the hatching instructions from the encyst supplier.  Attach 
an air pump to the micro-valve to allow for gentle circulation and when the 
hatching is complete, the brine shrimp nauplii can be removed through the 
micro-valve.   If using capsulated encysts, the shells will stick to the sides of 
the First A.I.D. body for easy cleaning.   



Where to cut egg crate 

Top view with cut egg crate in place 

ADDITIONAL NOTES: 

 

Please rinse the First A.I.D. body and its  

accessories with warm water before use. 
 

The egg crate can be cut to fit the two lower supports of the 

First A.I.D.  Once cut, the egg crate can only be used on the 

lower two  

supports.  See the images below for details. 
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