
Installation:

1) Remove all packaging material and thoroughly rinse the unit 
and pump in warm water before use.  Do not use any types of 
detergents or soaps while rinsing. 

2) Remove the media screen cap and sliding 
lid and prepare to fi ll the unit. When fi lling the 
Mini Tumbler, do not overfi ll the reactor with 
media.  It is recommended that you start with 
less media than the desired amount.  This will 
ensure that you have enough space required 
for proper fl uidization of your media. 

*   If using fi ne media, we recommend using the Fine Media 
Kit to prevent back-siphoning of media

** Check the media manufacturer’s instructions for any other 
details regarding preparation of the media. 

3) Install the sliding lid on the body.

4) Place the appropriate media screen on top 
of the sliding lid to use with the desired media.  

*   If using fi ne media, we recommend      
using the Fine Media Kit to prevent  acci-
dents with loose media

** Choose your screen based on the fl uidization and output 
requirements of your media.

5) Install the media screen cap onto the body.

6) Insert the pump into the inlet of the Mini 
Tumbler.  Use the pump adapter outlet on the 
left for heavier media that requires stronger 
fl uidization. Use the adapter on the right, 
which includes a valve, for use with media 
requiring less fl ow.

The CPR Mini Tumbler makes adding chemical fi ltration media to 
saltwater and freshwater aquariums easy and more effective than 
currently used methods.  Using an upfl ow design helps ensure the 
most effi cient use of chemical fi ltration media, while the valve on 
the pump helps create the proper fl uidized state.  The Mini Tum-
bler will make it easier to keep your tank clean and healthy.

The Mini Tumbler (as packaged) is designed to be used with 
coarse media such as bio-pellets and coarse grade carbon, 
which can be contained by the dispersion plate and the in-
cluded screens.  If you want to use fi ner media such as GFO, 
Purigen or ion-based media, please use the Tumbler Fine  
Media Kit (sold separately.)

As with all aquatics equipment, please rinse the CPR Mini 
Tumbler with warm water before use to ensure any residue 
from the manufacturing process is removed.  
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Includes:
Mini Reactor body (1) 
Media screen (2)
Sliding lid (1)    
Media screen cap (1)
Intake/circulation pump (1)                                                              
Suction cup (4)

The Mini Tumbler can be installed so that it 
is fully or partially submerged.   At minimum, 
the unit should be submerged just above its 
Dispersion Plate.  Changing the water level 
will alter the way the media is fl uidized inside 
of the reactor due to the head pressure change on the pump.

Dispersion Plate
(minimum water level)



Maintenance:  

Be sure to check your media periodically to ensure that it is prop-
erly fl uidized.  If not, try temporarily opening the valve more for a 
few seconds, and then returning it to the normal operating level.  

Each time the media needs to be changed, remove the entire sys-
tem, and rinse out the unit without using any detergents or soaps.  

Also disassemble the pump to make sure nothing is impeding the 
impeller or the water from entering the pump.  Rinse and clean the 
pump, and reassemble the unit.   

To clean the screens, gently rinse them under running water (no 
soaps or detergents).  A soft brush can be used, if needed. 

Replacement parts: 

The screens will eventually need to be replaced depending on 
use.  Replacement parts can be purchased at your local pet store, 
or please contact CPR Aquatic, Inc. to fi nd the dealer nearest you. 

Also available for use with fi ner media is the Mini Tumbler Fine 
Media Kit (code: TMRFMK):
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7) Insert the suction cups into the key holes on the reactor body. 
The suction cups will help secure the reactor in place inside the 
sump.

8) Install the unit in the aquarium or sump.  Turn the pump valve (if 
being utilized) to adjust the fl ow rate to the desired level.

9) Plug in the pump and ensure you have the desired amount of 
fl uidization.  Adjust the valve again, if necessary.

Periodically check the Mini Tumbler to ensure the media is circu-
lating properly.

Installation placement: 

The Mini Tumbler reactor should be placed in an area where it will 
have access to free fl owing aquarium water around it.  Almost any 
place in the sump or fi ltration section of your tank will be ade-
quate.  Some media manufacturers suggest placement in a par-
ticular area of the sump.  For example, it is often recommended 
that bio-pellets be placed near the protein skimmer.  Follow these 
recommendations for best results.

Other important tips:

Media choices: Tumbler Media Reactors can be used with most 
types of fi ltration media.  Commonly used media include nitrate 
and phosphate reducing Bio Pellets, carbon, carbon and ion 
fi lter mediums (like ChemiPure), iron-based phosphate removers 
(GFO, like Phosban), aluminum based fi ltration media (like Phos-
Guard) and most other types of solid media.  

* By now, you must know about the Fine Media Kit, right?

Media preparation: It is important to prepare the fi ltration media 
according to the manufacturer’s recommendation.  Rinsing the 
media is a common recommendation and should be followed.  
With some media, like certain GFO and carbon, be sure to rinse 
the media adequately prior to installation.  Alternatively, run the 
reactor in a separate container to ensure that any “dusty” water is 
initially purged prior to installing in the tank.


